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Society Achievers Awards is a unique concept offering 
a platform that recognises and celebrates  Legends & 
Achievers. 

From business to entertainment, fashion, the 
corporate world, glamour, art, sports, spirituality, 
realty, philanthropy, medicine, law and more, 
the Society Achievers Awards acknowledges 
and felicitates all the contributions of these 
super achievers from different fields. 

The awards night had the best of the best 
legends and achievers attending; and this 
would have not happened without the team’s 
dedication which made it truly special. We are 
already looking forward to next year’s celebrations 
which will be bigger, better and bolder! 

- Ashok Dhamankar

Insight
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Packed with glam and glory, it was a night that applauded 
excellence… and how! The 21st edition of the Society 
Achievers Awards was a swish evening dedicated to 
celebrating the spirit of excellence. Hosted by ‘Society 
Achievers’ magazine at the fabulous Taj Santacruz, 
Mumbai, the award ceremony honoured business 
wizards, humanitarian heroes, artistic geniuses and 
powerhouse celebrities for their indomitable spirit 
and unwavering focus on excelling.

Setting the epic night’s tone was compere Simran 
Ahuja who ensured that the evening was off to a 
roaring start! Honouring the legends and go-getters 
at the Society Achievers Awards were media magnate 
Nari Hira, Ashok Dhamankar, and Team Magnate. 
The illustrious list of dignitaries celebrated at the event 
were Nadir Godrej, Sonu Sood, Suniel Shetty, Navika Kumar, 
Ananya Birla, Hariharan, Ayushi Ashar, Pandit Rahul Shivkumar 
Sharma, GR Iranna, Hansal Mehta, Dr Mickey Mehta, Ashutosh 
Gowariker, Anil Sharma, Madhur Bhandarkar, Shreegopal 
Kabra, Dr Aneel Murarka, Karan Bothara, Kunal Rawal, Simrat 
Kaur, Manish Wadhwa, Mukesh Chhabra, Babil Khan, Pranav 
Jain, Shweta Basu Prasad, Aahana Kumra, Kiran Juneja Sippy, 
Shibani Kashyap, Akshay Laxman, Dr Jeehye You, Adv Sneha 
Singh, Rajeev Raj Aditya, Rajan Khinvasara, Ar Shitesh Agrawal, 
Raju Bhise and Utkarsh Sharma.

While the prestigious India’s Pride Worldwide Honour was presented 
to Ratan Tata at his office, actress Geeta Basra graciously accepted 
the award on behalf of her husband Harbhajan Singh at the event. 

…All special moments, undoubtedly. The excellence on display was 
brilliant; the energy, electric; the after party, fun!!! Definitely, a night 
to remember. 

- Andrea CostaBir

Editor’s Note

Photograph: Viraj Shirodkar



9Society Achievers Awards - 2023

Your Personal
“Luxurious Home Lift”



Society Achievers Awards - 202310

Born into the renowned Tata family, Ratan Tata took 
the helm of the Tata Group in 1991, steering the 
conglomerate to unprecedented heights during his 
tenure as Chairman until 2012. Under his leadership, 
the Tata Group expanded globally, diversifying 
into various industries such as steel, automobiles, 
information technology, and telecommunications.

Legendary
Ratan Tata, a titan of industry and a philanthropic 

visionary, is one of India’s most esteemed and 
influential figures.

Ratan Tata
India’s Pride Worldwide Honour for 
Remarkable Achievements in Business, 
Entrepreneurship & Outstanding Contribution 
in Philanthropy & Nation Building.
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Beyond his business acumen, Ratan Tata 
is celebrated for his commitment to social 
responsibility. The Tata Group, under his 
guidance, initiated numerous philanthropic 
endeavours, contributing significantly to 
education, healthcare, and community 
development. 

His legacy is not only marked by the growth 
of the Tata Group but also by his dedication 
to fostering positive change and innovation, 
making him a revered figure in the global 
business community and a symbol of 
responsible leadership in India.

Beyond his business 
acumen, Ratan Tata 
is celebrated for his 
commitment to social 
responsibility. The 
Tata Group, under his 
guidance, initiated 
numerous philanthropic 
endeavours, contributing 
significantly to education, 
healthcare, and 
community development. 

Ratan Tata
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As a member of the esteemed Godrej family, Nadir Godrej has 
played a pivotal role in steering the group towards innovation 
and sustainability. His leadership, spanning several decades, 
has been marked by a commitment to excellence, ethical 
business practices and environmental responsibility.

Goodwillpreneur 
Nadir Godrej is a distinguished industrialist and the 
Chairman & Managing Director of Godrej Industries, 
Chairman of Godrej Agrovet Ltd, and the Co-Chair of 
Godrej Good & Green Governing Council. 

Nadir Godrej
Pride of India Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Business.              
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Under his guidance, Godrej Industries has diversified 
into various sectors, including agriculture, consumer 
goods, chemicals, and real estate. His strategic vision 
has propelled the company to new heights, earning 
it both national and international recognition. He is 
deeply committed to the GOOD and GREEN strategies 
and achievement of set targets for the Godrej Group. 
A talented individual, Nadir is a published poet, can 
speak six languages and is known for his fondness of 
Mathematics. He and his wife Rati have three sons - 
Burjis, Sohrab and Hormusji.
His multifaceted approach to business - encompassing 
innovation, corporate responsibility, and environmental 
consciousness - has earned him several awards and 
honours, and has solidified his standing as a visionary 
leader in the Indian business landscape.

His multifaceted approach 
to business - encompassing 
innovation, corporate 
responsibility, and 
environmental consciousness 
- has earned him several 
awards and honours, and has 
solidified his standing as a 
visionary leader in the Indian 
business landscape.
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Sonu Sood needs no introduction as an actor, a true patriot or 
an Indian citizen. 
In 1999, Sood was introduced to Tamil language films with 
‘Kallazhagar’ and ‘Nenjinile’. His filmography includes roles in 
popular films like ‘Yuva’, ‘Athadu’, ‘Jodhaa Akbar’, ‘R... Rajkumar’, 
‘Happy New Year’ and ‘Simmba’ among others. 

India’s  
Blue-Eyed Boy
Actor, film producer, model, humanitarian and 
philanthropist, Sonu Sood wears his many hats with 
confidence and panache.

Sonu Sood
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding Achievements 
& Contribution to Films & Philanthropy.
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Ironically, while some of his 
most popular roles are as 
the negative lead, he really 
shone as a hero during the 
Covid pandemic. Sonu is 
the pride of Punjab and 
Maharashtra; indeed, of all 
of India! He was appointed 
“The State Icon Of Punjab” 
by the State Election 
Commission.

Sonu is equally well-known for his films in Telugu, Tamil 
and Kannada as he is for his work in Hindi films. In 2016, he 
established the production house Shakti Sagar Productions. 

Ironically, while some of his most popular roles are as the 
negative lead, he really shone as a hero during the Covid 
pandemic. Sonu stepped up to help thousands of stranded 
Indian migrant workers reach their homes by arranging buses, 
special trains and chartered flights. 

He was chosen for the ‛SDG Special Humanitarian Action Award’ 
by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for his 
humanitarian work during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Sonu is the pride of Punjab and Maharashtra; indeed, of all of 
India! He was appointed “The State Icon Of Punjab” by the State 
Election Commission.
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Building Tomorrow
President of CREDAI MCHI Thane, and Chairman, 
JVM Spaces, Jitendra Mehta is a force to reckon with 
in the real estate realm. 

Jitendra Mehta
Pride of India Honour for Remarkable 
Achievements & Outstanding Contribution 
in Business & Philanthropy. 
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President of CREDAI MCHI Thane, 
Jitendra Mehta has been responsible for 
raising and solving the important issues 
that the real estate industry faces. A 
mentor and troubleshooter, he is always on 
hand to support everyone associated with 
 JVM Spaces. The company believes in building 
homes with security that offer satisfaction 
financially and emotionally. Their vision is 
to create value by providing innovative real 
estate solutions with maximum benefits 
and  establish lifetime relationships. He 
also acts as the President of the Ghatkopar 
Gujarati Samaj and is the Treasurer of the   
Bruhad Mumbai Gujarati Samaj. 

President of CREDAI MCHI 
Thane, Jitendra Mehta has 
been responsible for raising 
and solving the important 
issues that the real estate 
industry faces. A mentor and 
troubleshooter, he is always 
on hand to support everyone.
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Ananya Birla is a multifaceted entrepreneur, 
singer and philanthropist, making waves across 
industries. Hailing from the illustrious Birla 
family in India, Ananya has carved her niche as a 
dynamic and inspiring  young leader. 
She is the founder of Svatantra Microfin, a 
company dedicated to providing financial 
services to rural women entrepreneurs, 
reflecting her commitment to social impact.
Beyond her accomplishments in the business 
world, Ananya is a talented singer and 
songwriter. Her foray into the music industry 
has seen the release of several successful 
singles, blending elements of pop and soul. 
Known for her powerful vocals and meaningful 
lyrics, she has garnered a substantial fan base.
Ananya Birla is also an advocate for mental 
health awareness and has been vocal about 
her own experiences, contributing to the 
conversation around mental well-being. 
Her versatile and impactful contributions 
to business, music and social causes make 
Ananya Birla a notable and inspiring figure for 
the younger generation in India and beyond.

Carving A Niche
Hailing from the 
illustrious Birla 
family, Ananya 
Birla is full of 
fire and purpose. 
Resources 
abound, heart full 
and on a mission,          
she goes.
 

Rising Star Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Business.

Ananya Birla
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Ananya Birla is an 
advocate for mental 
health awareness and 
has been vocal about 
her own experiences, 
contributing to the 
conversation around 
mental well-being. 
Her lineage combined 
with her focus and 
perseverance contribute 
to Ananya being nothing 
short of amazing! 

Her lineage combined with her focus and 
perseverance contribute to Ananya being 
nothing short of amazing! 
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Ayushi Ashar, Director – Acquisitions, Product Planning, 
Finance, Sales, Marketing & Strategy at the Ashar Group, is a 
young but powerful force in Maharashtra’s realty landscape. 

She did her BBA in Finance & Consulting from Emory 
University’s Goizueta Business School in Atlanta and gained 
rich professional experience at reputed firms like JP Morgan 
Chase in New York in portfolio management and private 
equity. She then returned to India with a vision to transform 
the real estate landscape.

This li’l beauty with brains is quite the master at juggling 
it all. Her work ethic entails creative collaboration, quick 
decision making and attention to detail in driving results. 
Ayushi ensures that her team and her stay ahead of the 
curve when it comes to new products and technology in 
the realty business.

A Force To Reckon 
With
Working in the 
evolved financial 
markets of the US 
opened Ayushi Ashar’s 
eyes to the potential 
for growth in India. 
She now has a vision 
to transform the real 
estate space in the 
country.

Ayushi Ashar
Rising Star Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Business.
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This li’l beauty with 
brains is quite the 

master at juggling 
it all. Her work ethic 

entails creative 
collaboration, quick 

decision making and 
attention to detail in 

driving results.

Ayushi is also focused on giving back to the 
community – she believes it is one of the most 
important responsibilities of any company or 
individual. She works on multiple initiatives across 
urban planning, arts, education and healthcare. 

It sure is heartening to see young blood take 
charge and thrive like this! 
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Karan Bothara has emerged as a shining star in the 
real estate industry, capturing everyone’s attention 
with his extraordinary accomplishments and 
unparalleled sense of style. He is the Director at 
Plex Logitech Private Limited, Trocko Logi Private 
Limited and is associated with various companies. 
Through his unwavering dedication and innovative 
approach, Karan has established himself as a true 
trendsetter, transforming the landscape of the real 
estate world.

What does success/ excellence mean to you?
Success transcends mere financial gains, embracing 
personal fulfilment through aligning actions with 
values and passions. It’s a journey of self-discovery, 
resilience, and growth amid challenges. Moreover, 
success intertwines with social recognition, driven 
by meaningful contributions to society through 
profession, community or advocacy. Social 
acknowledgment fosters belonging and respect.
Excellence embodies the relentless pursuit 
of mastery and refinement across skills and 
knowledge domains. It’s about upholding the 
highest standards of quality, innovation and 
creativity, viewing challenges as opportunities 
for growth. Success and excellence converge to 
form a rich tapestry of personal, professional and 
social impact, reflecting the multifaceted nature of 
human endeavour.

Dynamo!
Known for his keen 
business sense and 
style, Karan Bothara 
is making waves  
in the real  
estate realm. 

Karan Bothara
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to the Real 
Estate Industry.
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“Being recognised by 
‘Society Achievers’ holds 
deep meaning for me. It’s an 
honour to stand alongside 
individuals I’ve admired 
for years.”

 What inspires you to keep moving forward?
My unwavering self-assurance propels me forward, 
fueling my relentless pursuit of goals. I am inherently 
driven by a strong sense of purpose, persisting until I’ve 
realised my ambitions. Being inherently goal-oriented, 
I am driven by the desire to turn aspirations into 
tangible achievements. This steadfast commitment to 
excellence shapes my journey, compelling me to push 
boundaries and surpass limitations. Thus, anchored 
in self-belief and driven by a relentless pursuit of 
success, I remain resolute in my quest for personal and  
professional fulfilment.
 
​What is your secret to facing challenges?
My approach to challenges is rooted in the belief that 
they are the very essence of life’s journey. Challenges 
propel us forward, infusing vitality into our existence. 
Embracing each obstacle as a gateway to fresh insights 
and growth, I view them as invaluable opportunities 
for learning and self-discovery. Without challenges, 
life would lack depth and meaning. Thus, I welcome 
challenges with open arms, recognising them as 
essential catalysts for personal and intellectual evolution. 
This mindset empowers me to confront adversity with 
resilience and optimism, extracting wisdom from every 
experience along the way.

​What is the next goal that you are striving 
to achieve?
At the forefront of my life’s itinerary lies the ambition to 
expand my business onto the international stage.

 
Do you have any advice for someone who would like to 
follow a similar path?
To those venturing into the realm of real estate, I offer this 
advice: While the journey may initially appear daunting and 
complex, rest assured that once you grasp its intricacies, it 
becomes one of the most captivating and rewarding endeavours 
you can undertake.

Society Achievers Awards recognizes and applauds achievers 
at the very top of their game. What does it mean to you to 
be regarded as such?
I express my heartfelt gratitude to team ‘Society Achievers’ for 
bestowing upon me the honour of being an achiever. Being 
recognised by ‘Society Achievers’ holds deep meaning for me. It’s 
an honour to stand alongside individuals I’ve admired for years. 
I’m grateful for this recognition, which reinforces the value of 
perseverance, dedication and aiming for excellence.
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In a career spanning over 30 years, Suniel Shetty has 
acted in over 100 films. He left us in awe, gracing both 
the silver screen and the entrepreneurial world with 
unparalleled zeal and fervour.

He is the owner of the production house ‘Popcorn 
Entertainment’ under the banner of which he has 
produced numerous films including ‘Khel – No Ordinary 
Game’, ‘Rakht’ and ‘Bhagam Bhag’.

Suniel made his debut in Hindi films at the age of 31 with 
the 1992 film ‘Balwaan’, which solidified his identity as an 
action hero. He quickly became one of the highest-paid 
Bollywood actors of the ‘90s.

Man Of 
Zeal
While he’s known 
for his outstanding 
contribution to films, 
Suniel Shetty’s list of 
accomplishments goes 
well beyond… From 
actor to restaurateur, 
entrepreneur and 
producer, Suniel does 
it all.

Suniel Shetty
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films.
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Along with Mukesh Chhabra, 
he has also started an online 
casting company, ‘F...the 
Couch’ (FTC), a digital platform 
to discover talent and provide 
a platform for new artistes.

Apart from his remarkable contribution to the world of 
entertainment, his personal image, unwavering commitment 
to health and discipline, and the profound influence he has 
wielded over the youth and the flourishing startup ecosystem 
are indelible. 

Along with Mukesh Chhabra, he has also started an online 
casting company, ‘F…the Couch’ (FTC), a digital platform 
to discover talent and provide a platform for new artistes. 
Suniel also runs clothing boutiques and restaurants 
specialising in traditional Udupi cuisine.

His presence and achievements have made him a beacon of 
inspiration. His legacy is a testament to the power of passion, 
perseverance, and purpose.
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Raju Bhise is the Managing Director of 
Austin Realty and has worked diligently 
to elevate the standard for residential 
and commercial landmarks in PCMC and 
Pune. His organisation has been a key 
player in the realty market as they focus on  
customer satisfaction.

What does success/excellence mean  
to you?
Success and excellence, to me, are not 
just about achieving goals or reaching 
milestones. They embody a continuous 
journey of growth, improvement, and 
making a positive impact. It’s about striving 
for the highest standards of quality, integrity 
and innovation in everything we do; while 
also fostering meaningful relationships 
and contributing to the greater good.

What inspires you to keep  
moving forward?
My greatest inspiration comes from the 
people around me, “us” — my team, 
colleagues, clients, and mentors — who 
continually challenge me to push beyond 
my limits and strive for greatness. 
Additionally, the opportunity to make a 
difference in the lives of others and leave a 
lasting legacy motivates me to keep moving 
forward, even in the face of adversity. Also, I 
firmly believe in the power of collaboration. 

What is your secret to facing challenges?
The key to facing challenges lies in 
maintaining a positive mindset, staying 
adaptable, and embracing failure as a 
stepping stone to success. I believe in the 
power of resilience, perseverance, and 
continuous learning. By staying focused 
on solutions rather than problems and 
leveraging the strengths of my team, I’m 
able to navigate through obstacles with 
confidence and determination.

Changing Landscapes
The dynamic Raju Bhise is focused on elevating and 
redefining the real estate landscape. 

Raju Bhise
Society Achievers Award for  Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to the Real 
Estate Industry.
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“Being recognised by the 
Society Achievers Awards is 
truly humbling and gratifying. 
It’s a testament to the 
dedication, passion and hard 
work that my team and I have 
put into building our brand 
and achieving excellence in 
the real estate industry.”

What is the next goal that you are striving to 
achieve?
Currently, my focus is on further expanding our 
brand’s presence and influence in the real estate 
market, specifically in residential and commercial 
spaces, while also enhancing our service offerings 
to better meet the evolving needs of our clients. 
I’m committed to fostering a culture of innovation 
and excellence within our organisation, and I’m 
excited about the opportunities that lie ahead as we 
continue to grow and succeed together.

Do you have any advice for someone who would 
like to follow a similar path?
My advice would be to stay true to your values, 
pursue your passions relentlessly, and never 
underestimate the power of hard work and 
perseverance. Surround yourself with people who 
inspire and support you, and never stop learning 
and growing. Remember that success is not always 
linear and that setbacks are a natural part of the 
journey. Stay focused on your goals, but remain 
open to new opportunities and experiences along 
the way.

The Society Achievers Awards recognises and 
applauds achievers at the very top of their 
game. What does it mean to you to be regarded 
as such?
Being recognised by the Society Achievers Awards 
is truly humbling and gratifying. It’s a testament to 
the dedication, passion and hard work that my team 
and I have put into building our brand and achieving 
excellence in the real estate industry. This honour 
not only validates our efforts, but also serves as a 
motivation to continue raising the bar and setting 
new standards of success. I’m incredibly grateful for 
this recognition and inspired to continue making a 
positive impact in the lives of others.
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As flamboyant as his film canvas is, 
Ashutosh Gowariker himself is gentle, 
grounded and an extremely rooted and 
real person in the world of make-believe 
that he creates. His films are epic and 
legendary, ‘Lagaan’ even made its way to 
the 74th Academy Awards, that year.
Some of his best work includes ‘Lagaan’, 
‘Swades’ and ‘Jodhaa Akbar’, proving that 
he’s a filmmaker beyond compare.
Even though some of his films like 
‘What’s Your Raashee?’, ‘Mohenjo Daro’ 
and ‘Panipat’ haven’t been box office 
successes, Gowariker has stayed true to 
his calling, continuing to deliver unique 
storylines with opulent canvases. 
The man who started his film career 
as an actor, debuting in 1984 in Ketan 
Mehta’s ‘Holi’, has come full circle as 
an actor, with his most recent outing                                
‘Kaala Paani’ for OTT. 

Epic Filmmaker
Ashutosh 
Gowariker is a 
larger-than-life 
director, known 
for his opulent 
canvases. He also 
dons multiple 
hats, as an actor, 
screenwriter, 
and producer 
apart from that            
of director.

Society Achievers Award for 
Outstanding Achievements & 
Contribution to Films & OTT.

Ashutosh Gowariker
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As flamboyant as 
his film canvas 
is, Ashutosh 
Gowariker himself 
is gentle, grounded 
and an extremely 
rooted and real 
person in the world 
of make-believe 
that he creates.
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Managing Director of Sankalp Designers, 
Shitesh Agrawal has a team-focused approach 
to projects. From homes to multi-family 
dwellings to townships to urban planning to 
corporate and commercial architecture, the 
company strives to be a pioneer of bespoke 
design, offering a combination of detailing, 
diverse design and cutting edge technology. 

What does success/excellence mean  
to you?
For me, success and excellence in design are 
intricately tied to innovation. As a designer, 
the thrill of crafting something truly innovative 
goes beyond just meeting expectations — it’s 
about surpassing them in ways that redefine 
what’s possible. When I embark on a project, 
I see it as an opportunity to push boundaries, 
challenge norms, and introduce fresh 
perspectives. The satisfaction and happiness 
I derive from this process stem from the 
emotion of knowing that my work has sparked 
something new, something that resonates 
deeply with others. Success isn’t just about 
delivering a product; it’s about daring to think 
differently, reimagine possibilities, and leave 
a lasting impact. 

What inspires you to keep moving forward?
What inspires me to keep moving forward 
is a multifaceted blend of appreciation, 
motivation, and the pursuit of growth. While 
appreciation for my work undoubtedly fuels 
my drive, it’s complemented by a deeper 
motivation rooted in continuous learning and 
evolution. Each day presents an opportunity 
to expand my knowledge, hone my skills, 
and strive for excellence. The prospect 
of mastering new concepts, overcoming 
challenges, and pushing the boundaries of 
my capabilities serves as a powerful source of 
inspiration. Moreover, the satisfaction derived 
from personal and professional development 
fuels my intrinsic motivation, propelling me 
forward even in the face of obstacles. 

Designing Dreams
Architect Shitesh Agrawal believes that good design 
probes the dimensions of harmony and vitality, and 
that the creative process must be synergistic. 

Shitesh Agrawal
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to 
Architecture & Design. 
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“Being recognised as a top 
achiever by the Society 
Achievers Awards holds 
profound significance for 
me. It signifies not only 
validation of my hard work 
and dedication, but also is 
a responsibility to continue 
striving for excellence.”

What is your secret to facing challenges?
My secret to facing challenges is two-fold: 
Daring innovation and maintaining a calm 
mind. Innovation inherently brings obstacles, 
but viewing them as integral to the process 
fosters resilience and breakthroughs. Keeping a 
composed demeanour amidst adversity enables 
clearer thinking and rational problem-solving. 
Through daring innovation and a calm mind, I 
tackle challenges with creativity and confidence, 
ultimately achieving success.

What is the next goal that you are striving  
to achieve?
The next goal I’m striving to achieve is to position 
our firm as a leader capable of efficiently 
managing large-scale projects. We aim to expand 
our presence nationwide, becoming a go-to choice 
for clients seeking excellence and reliability on a 
grand scale. Each day, we set new benchmarks, 
pushing boundaries to elevate our capabilities 
and reputation. Through strategic planning, 
dedication, and unwavering commitment to 
excellence, we are poised to realise this goal and 
solidify our position as a top-tier firm in India and 
beyond.

Do you have any advice for someone who 
would like to follow a similar path?
Firstly, maintain a clear vision of your goals 
and stay committed to them, even in the 
face of obstacles or setbacks. Secondly, 
embrace a mindset of continuous learning 
and improvement, as growth is essential for 
progress. Thirdly, cultivate strong relationships 
and networks within your industry, as they can 
provide invaluable support and opportunities. 
Lastly, don’t be afraid to take calculated risks 
and step out of your comfort zone, as innovation 
often requires venturing into uncharted territory.

The Society Achievers Awards recognises 
and applauds achievers at the very top of 
their game. What does it mean to you to be 
regarded as such?
Being recognised as a top achiever by the Society 
Achievers Awards holds profound significance 
for me. It signifies not only validation of my hard 
work and dedication, but also is a responsibility 
to continue striving for excellence. This 
recognition serves as a catalyst, propelling me 
to push my boundaries further, innovate, and 
set new benchmarks. Moreover, it underscores 
the unique perspective and contributions I bring 
to my field, inspiring me to continue making 
a positive impact. Ultimately, being regarded 
as such instills a deep sense of pride and 
purpose, driving me to excel and leave a lasting  
legacy of achievement.
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Madhur Bhandarkar is one of the film industry’s 
most unassuming directors, considering he is a 
winner of multiple National Awards for his thought-
provoking cinema. He was presented the Padma 
Shri Award in 2016.

Coming from humble beginnings, Madhur turned 
adversity into opportunity with his hunger for 
knowledge and love for films. His films always make 
a social comment about issues that most people 
sweep under the carpet. Gritty, unrelenting and 
as real as they come, his films are hard-hitting and 
unpretentious. As well as commercially successful.
 
To his films, he brings a journalistic-like approach, 
spending extended periods within the spaces he 
recreates on-screen, retaining the minutest of 
details. Through his work, he aims to hold a mirror 
up to society. 

Keeping 
It Real
Madhur Bhandarkar 
has turned his 
humble beginnings 
and tumultuous 
life experiences 
into art. He tells 
simple, beautiful, 
gut-wrenching stories 
with a flair all his own. 

Madhur Bhandarkar
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films.
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To his films, he brings a 
journalistic-like approach, 
spending extended periods 
of time within the spaces he 
recreates on-screen, retaining 
the minutest of details. 

Madhur was conferred with the PL Deshpande Award for 
significantly shaping the filmmaking culture in his unique 
works, and he has been described as ‘the Filmmaker of the 
First Decade of the 21st Century’. His latest cinematic outing 
was ‘India Lockdown’.
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A titan in the realm of real estate,  
Rajan Khinvasara’s leadership has propelled 
Manisha Constructions to the zenith 
of Pune’s property market. Renowned 
for its residential, commercial, IT parks, 
malls, multiplexes, hospitality and retail 
ventures, Manisha Constructions bears the 
indelible mark of Khinvasara’s foresight and 
entrepreneurial acumen. Yet, his influence 
extends beyond the realm of bricks and 
mortar. A passionate patron of cue sports, 
he has assumed the mantle of mentor and 
benefactor to emerging talents, reshaping 
the landscape of a sport often perceived  
as elitist.

What does success/excellence mean to 
you?
As a real estate mogul, success and 
excellence to me mean more than just selling 
and construction; it encompasses customer 
satisfaction. True excellence is achieved 
when what my team and I have delivered 
meets our own standards. However, success 
is measured by the satisfaction of our 
customers. It’s not merely about handing 
over a building but ensuring that they receive 
a home. This customer-centric approach 
defines success in the realm of real estate.

What inspires you to keep moving 
forward?
In every facet of my life — be it religion, 
business, social endeavours, sports or 
personal pursuits — I’ve strived for balance 
and excellence, seeking satisfaction for 
all involved, including myself. The drive to 
effect positive change and uplift society 
propels me forward tirelessly. Beyond 
establishing myself in the real estate realm, 
I’ve passionately pursued my love for snooker 
and billiards. This multifaceted approach to 
life fuels my inspiration to continuously push 
boundaries and contribute meaningfully to 
the world around me.

Redefining Excellence 
In the bustling city of Pune, one name stands out as a 
beacon of success and vision: Rajan Khinvasara. 

Rajan Khinvasara
Society Achievers Award for 
Outstanding Achievements & 
Contribution to Realty & Sports
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“Being acknowledged by the 
Society Achievers Awards 
is an immensely gratifying 
experience for me. It signifies 
validation and appreciation 
from a prestigious platform, 
one that celebrates individuals 
who have made significant 
contributions and achieved 
remarkable milestones in their 
respective fields.”

What is your secret to facing challenges?
Challenges have never intimidated me; I confront 
them head-on with unwavering confidence.  
My secret mantra lies in the belief that there are 
no true losses in life. When I embarked on my 
career, I possessed nothing — less than nothing, 
in fact, with debt looming. Every challenge 
presented an opportunity to gain, as anything 
acquired surpassed what I initially had. With this 
perspective, nothing seems insurmountable.  
My friends often joke that everything I touch turns 
to gold, but the truth is, from the moment we enter 
this world to the moment we depart, we possess 
nothing tangible. Thus, dwelling on losses serves no 
purpose; instead, I focus on maximizing each day’s 
potential to enrich my life and leave a meaningful 
legacy. This mindset fuels my resilience in the face 
of adversity, transforming challenges into stepping 
stones towards personal and professional growth.

What is the next goal that you are striving  
to achieve?
After years in real estate, my dedication to 
snooker and billiards, along with my contribution 
to philanthropy, underscores my commitment 
to improving society. This realm is my 
‘Karambhoomi’, where I feel indebted to effect 
positive change. I’m committed to this mission 
until my last breath, continuously striving to make  
a meaningful impact.

Do you have any advice for someone who 
would like to follow a similar path?
My life philosophy is simple: Whatever path 
you choose, find satisfaction in your efforts and 
delivery. My advice to those following a similar 
path is to embrace their passions, prioritise 
excellence, and cultivate moments of mindfulness 
that bring fulfillment and balance to both personal 
and professional spheres.

The Society Achievers Awards recognises and 
applauds achievers at the very top of their 
game. What does it mean to you to be regarded 
as such?
Being acknowledged by the Society Achievers 
Awards is an immensely gratifying experience 
for me. It signifies validation and appreciation 
from a prestigious platform, one that celebrates 
individuals who have made significant 
contributions and achieved remarkable milestones 
in their respective fields. To be counted among 
such accomplished achievers is a humbling 
honour, highlighting the impact of my endeavours 
and the recognition of my efforts within the larger 
societal framework. This recognition reaffirms 
the value of my work and inspires me to continue 
striving for excellence and making meaningful 
contributions to society. 
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With a career spanning over two 
decades, Navika Kumar has emerged 
as a noteworthy media personality 
known for her incisive political analysis 
and insightful interviews. She started 
her career as a business writer for                   
‘The Economic Times’, and then moved 
to other renowned media outlets like                 
‘The Observer’ and ‘The Indian Express’. 
Navika has also played a key role in 
shaping the discourse around Indian 
politics and current affairs. Her reporting 
style is characterised by a direct and 
assertive approach, making her a familiar 
face in the Indian media landscape.            
She is the host of the prime time show 
‘The Newshour’, influencing public 
opinion and contributing to national 
discourse through her work. 
One often finds her at the forefront, 
covering major political events, elections, 
and breaking news stories. Apart from 
being a high-flying career woman, she is 
also married to Sunil Marwah, a member 
of Bharat Soka Gakkai.

Shaping Discourse  
A prominent 
voice in the 
Indian media, 
Navika Kumar 
is currently the 
Group Editor at 
Times Network 
and Editor-in-
Chief at Times 
Now Navbharat. 

Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Media. 

Navika Kumar
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Navika has also 
played a key role 
in shaping the 
discourse around 
Indian politics and 
current affairs.  
Her reporting style 
is characterised 
by a direct 
and assertive 
approach, making 
her a familiar 
face in the Indian 
media landscape. 
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Harbhajan Singh is among India’s most 
accomplished and celebrated cricketers. 
He is the former captain of Chennai Super 
Kings and the Punjab state cricket team. 
His fierce competitiveness and ability to 
take wickets in crucial situations made 
him a vital asset to the Indian cricket team 
for many years.

Often remembered for his memorable 
performances, he is adept at spinning and 
has the third-highest number of  wickets 
by an off-spinner in Test matches. He 
played a particularly crucial role in India’s 
historic Test series win against Australia 
in 2001, where he became the first Indian 
bowler to claim a Test hat-trick in that 
series, solidifying his place as a match-
winner. 

Affectionately known as the “Turbanator”, 
Harbhajan’s impact extends beyond his 
cricketing skills; he is also recognised for his 
spirited sportsmanship and camaraderie 
with his teammates. As a senior player, 
his guidance has been invaluable to the 
younger generation of cricketers.

Turbanator!
Known for his 
prowess as an 
off-spin bowler, 
Harbhajan 
Singh has left 
an indelible 
mark on   
Indian cricket. 

Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Cricket. 
(His award was accepted by his wife, 
actress Geeta Basra.) 

Harbhajan Singh 
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Harbhajan’s 
fierce 
competitiveness 
and ability to 
take wickets in 
crucial situations 
made him a 
vital asset to 
the Indian 
cricket team for            
many years.
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Managing Director of Mirachem Industries, 
Dr Aneel Murarka is a man of action. 
His passion for business and finding 
sustainable solutions to grow is rivalled only 
by his desire to give back. He took over the 
business at a time when there weren’t many 
certifications required in the production of 
chemicals. Still, he emphasised eco-friendly 
practices to ensure no harm was caused to 
nature in the process. 

Renowned for his generous nature, he 
dedicates himself to making a positive 
impact through his organisation, Ample 
Missiion. The organisation works for 
several marginalised communities in India, 
including acid attack survivors, the tribal 
population, the transgender community, 
and the differently-abled. 

Dr Murarka actively champions significant 
causes and inspires others to mobilise and 
take a stand for causes they believe in. And 
as someone who personifies leading by 
example, Dr Murarka does not shy away 
from being on the front lines - at work or 
lifting others up. His only goal is to do his 
part to help make a difference. 

Man Of Action 
Rooted in the chemical industry, Dr Aneel 
Murarka initially strived to ensure no harm 
was caused to the environment in the process 
of chemical production. Now, he strives to do 
his very best for society through his social 
organisation Ample Missiion.

Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Business 
& Philanthropy.

Dr Aneel Murarka
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Dr Murarka 
actively champions 
significant causes 
and does not shy 
away from being 
on the front lines 
- at work or lifting 
others up. His only 
goal is to do his 
part to help make 
a difference. 
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Anil Sharma’s initial break in the film industry was as an assistant director to Baldev 
Raj Chopra on ‘Pati Patni Aur Woh’, ‘The Burning Train’ and ‘Insaf Ka Tarazu’.

In 2001, he made cinematic history with ‘Gadar: Ek Prem Katha’. Featuring 
Sunny Deol and Ameesha Patel, the film turned out to be a milestone in his 
career as it created history at the box office, and is rated among the most 
successful movies of Indian cinema.

Rooted In Culture
Prolific film director Anil Sharma has seen success 
with his films right from his debut as a director,            
at the age of 21.

Anil Sharma
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films.



43Society Achievers Awards - 2023

In 2001, Anil Sharma made 
cinematic history with ‘Gadar: 
Ek Prem Katha’. Featuring 
Sunny Deol and Ameesha 
Patel, the film turned out to 
be a milestone in his career as 
it created history at the box 
office, and is rated among the 
most successful movies of 
Indian cinema.

Sharma’s films categorically emphasise patriotism and 
family values. His directoria ‘Ab Tumhare Hawale Watan 
Saathiyo’ was an Indian war film that featured stars Amitabh 
Bachchan and Akshay Kumar; while ‘Apne’ garnered critical 
and box office success for its depiction of family emotions 
and values. 

Many films, hits and misses, later, in 2023, Anil made a huge 
career comeback with ‘Gadar 2’, the sequel to ‘Gadar:Ek 
Prem Katha’. It hit the box office roof yet again. And Anil 
made his point again, that family values and patriotism will 
always sear our hearts.
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Dr Jeehye You is a pioneering corporate 
strategist and corporate luminary. She is the 
Managing Director of BUDDTREE Management 
Group and has made history by becoming the 
first woman to establish a consultancy and 
advisory firm catering specifically to Korean 
companies in India. 

What does success/excellence mean to 
you?
Success, to me, is a continuous journey of 
growth, learning, and contributing positively 
to the community. Excellence is a commitment 
to consistently surpass standards and achieve 
the highest quality in every endeavour.  
For instance, when advising Korean companies 
operating in India, I strive to deliver practical 
and customised guidance tailored to the 
unique characteristics of their respective 
organizations and specific requirements.            
I believe repeated excellence in your job and 
work leads to success. 

Shattering The 
Glass Ceiling 
As a specialised 
Korea-India corporate 
strategist, Dr Jeehye 
You is pivotal in 
fostering economic 
cooperation amongst 
the organisations 
she works as an        
advisor to.

Society Achievers Award for 
Outstanding Achievements & 
Contribution to Business.

Dr Jeehye You
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“Being recognised by 
Society Achievers Awards is 
a tremendous honour that 
underscores the significance 
of my contributions to the 
realms of corporate strategy 
and international relations.”

 What inspires you to keep moving forward?
The motivation to move forward stems from 
witnessing the determination and enthusiasm of 
young and dynamic professionals in India. Their 
eagerness to emerge as top leaders in their respective 
fields inspires me to propel forward and actively 
contribute to their accelerated growth. Also, having 
resided in India for the last 12 years, witnessing the 
transformative effects of my work on both Korean 
and Indian businesses, fuels my passion. Additionally, 
the opportunity to contribute to diplomatic ties and 
cultural exchange between the two nations motivates 
me to continue pushing boundaries.

What is your secret to facing challenges?
I view challenges as chances. By seeing these challenges 
as chances, I approach them with a problem-solving 
mindset. Each obstacle becomes an opportunity to 
showcase one’s skills and creativity in finding effective 
solutions. In the corporate advisory and consultancy 
field, challenges and setbacks are inevitable and so, 
viewing challenges as chances helps build resilience. 
Instead of being discouraged by difficulties, I embrace 
them as opportunities to become a stronger and more 
resilient advisor for my clients. Facing challenges 
requires a multi-faceted approach. I believe in 
maintaining a resilient mindset, embracing change, 
and viewing challenges as opportunities for growth. 

What is the next goal that you are striving to achieve? 
My ongoing goal is to further strengthen the economic ties 
between Korea and India. I aim to expand the reach and 
impact of BUDDTREE Management Group by fostering more 
collaborations between Korean and Indian companies. 
Additionally, I aspire to contribute to the formulation of 
policies that facilitate smoother cross-border business 
operations and investments.
Drawing from the principles of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ 
in India, and the kindred spirit of ‘Hongik Ingan’ from 
Korea, I am deeply inspired to enhance my contribution 
to Indian society. These philosophies, which cherish the 
unity and welfare of all humanity, serve as a beacon for my 
endeavours. I aspire to engage more actively in efforts that 
directly benefit the Indian community, aiming to address 
social issues and promote the well-being and harmony of 
its diverse population. My goal is to make a meaningful 
difference, reflecting a dedication to the betterment of 
society in line with these timeless values. 

Do you have any advice for someone who would like to 
follow a similar path?
I recommend cultivating a diverse skill set that includes 
legal expertise, business acumen, and an understanding of 
cultural nuances. Building a strong professional network, 
staying informed about global economic trends, and being 
adaptable are key. Most importantly, maintain a passion for 
fostering international collaborations and understanding 
the intricate dynamics of cross-border business.

Society Achievers Awards recognizes and applauds 
achievers at the very top of their game. What does it 
mean to you to be regarded as such?
Being recognised by Society Achievers Awards is a 
tremendous honour that underscores the significance of 
my contributions to the realms of corporate strategy and 
international relations. It serves as a testament to the 
collective efforts of my team at BUDDTREE Management 
Group and validates our commitment to excellence. This 
acknowledgment motivates me to continue striving for 
greater achievements and play an instrumental role in 
shaping the future landscape of cross-border investments 
and global business relations.
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Adv Sneha Singh is an eminent lawyer practising 
in Bombay High Court and the Supreme Court 
of India for the last 13 years. She completed 
her LLB from Bombay University and pursued 
her Master’s from Cardiff University, UK, in 
International Commercial Law. She has been 
successfully handling criminal and media 
cases for over a decade in various courts 
across India. 

What does success mean to you?
Success and excellence embody a rich 
tapestry of achievements and fulfillment. 
Financial stability in one’s profession marks 
a cornerstone, but true success transcends 
monetary gains. It intertwines with personal 
fulfillment, the sense of purpose, and the 
alignment of one’s actions with their values 
and passions. Moreover, it resonates 
through social recognition, affirming one’s 
contributions and impact within a community 
or field. Thus, success encompasses a 
holistic journey, where the convergence of 
financial stability, personal contentment, 
and social acknowledgment culminates in a 
fulfilling existence, reflecting both individual 
aspirations and communal significance.

Courtroom Queen
Adv Senha Singh 
has been a legal 
advisor to various 
business houses 
as well as popular 
names in Bollywood 
like Kailash Kher, 
Arbaaz Khan and 
Raju Srivastav, to 
name a few. 

Society Achievers Award for 
Outstanding Achievements & 
Contribution to the Field of Law.

Adv Sneha Singh
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“The Society Achievers 
Awards holds profound 
significance. To stand 
among luminaries whom I’ve 
long admired is an honour 
beyond measure.”

What inspires you to keep moving forward?
The perpetual quest to surpass prior versions of myself serves as a 
relentless source of inspiration, propelling me forward. It’s an innate 
drive, an unspoken commitment to continuous self-improvement that 
fuels each step. The aspiration to refine skills, broaden perspectives, 
and deepen understanding acts as a guiding beacon through life’s 
labyrinth. Moreover, witnessing the potential for growth, both 
personal and professional, ignites a fire within, urging me onward, 
towards greater heights. Thus, the unwavering pursuit of self-
betterment, woven into the fabric of my being, serves as an enduring 
motivation, shaping my journey and illuminating the path ahead.

What is your secret to facing challenges?
Embracing challenges with an open heart and a resilient mindset is 
my secret to navigating life’s hurdles. I cherish the opportunity they 
present to cultivate strength and resilience. By reframing difficulties 
as opportunities for growth and learning, I empower myself to 
confront them head-on. Convincing my mind that each challenge is 
a stepping stone towards personal evolution helps me maintain a 
positive outlook and navigate through adversity with grace. Thus, by 
embracing challenges as catalysts for self-improvement, I transform 
obstacles into avenues for enlightenment and empowerment  
along my journey.

What is the next goal that you are striving to achieve?
My next objective is to extend the reach of my law firm on an 
international scale.

Do you have any advice for someone who would like to follow a 
similar path?
Never relent in the pursuit of your dreams. Believe steadfastly in 
your vision, for the universe conspires to manifest your aspirations 
into reality. Dream with boundless ambition and unwavering 
determination, for therein lies the key to unlocking your fullest 
potential.

Society Achievers Awards recognizes and applauds achievers 
at the very top of their game. What does it mean to you to be 
regarded as such?
The Society Achievers Awards holds profound significance. To 
stand among luminaries whom I’ve long admired is an honour 
beyond measure. It signifies not only personal achievement but 
also validation from a prestigious platform. Gratitude fills my heart 
for this recognition, underscoring the importance of perseverance, 
dedication, and the unwavering pursuit of excellence.
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Shreegopal Kabra is the Managing Director of RR Kabel 
and Group President of RR Global, a 1.45 billion USD 
diversified group of industries. Their primary focus is 
infrastructure and electrical solutions, and they are 
spread across 90+ countries globally.

Trendsetter
Shreegopal Kabra works with the mantra ‘get the 
right people and the right products in the market 
at the right time’, which has helped him expand his 
company to 90+ countries.

Shreegopal Kabra
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Business.
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This business leader, philanthropist and global 
entrepreneur is recognised as a trendsetter in the industry. 
He is credited with being the first to introduce the wires 
and cables industry to Low Smoke Zero Halogen Cables 
with Unilay Core Technology, a unique product that is 
virtually fireproof, enhancing safety standards that have 
helped propel the brand to even greater heights. He was 
also the first to bring the concept of automated car parking 
systems to India.

Apart from his corporate lineage, Kabra is an active 
promoter of environmental conservation, health and 
education. He is also the former Vice President & Current 
Trustee of the Maheshwari Pragati Mandal (Mumbai), and 
continues to serve as the Vice President of Friends of Tribal 
Society (FTS National) – a non-profit organisation that is 
credited with helping educate over 1 million children in the 
most remote parts of the country.

This business leader, 
philanthropist and global 
entrepreneur is recognised 
as a trendsetter in the 
industry. Apart from his 
corporate lineage, Kabra 
is an active promoter of 
environmental conservation, 
health and education. 
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Kiran Juneja Sippy is a seasoned actress in the film and television industry. She 
has a memorable filmography and has worked in a few cult television series. Kiran 
remains a beautiful blend of sparking elan and gentle calm in her portrayals.

Post her marriage in 1990 to the iconic director Ramesh Sippy, she trained under 
him in the direction and production departments of filmmaking – learning from 
the biggest and best, setting up independent companies, and collaborating with 
Ramesh Sippy’s own production house, to make content for the entertainment 
industry. Together, they have produced dynamic and memorable films, serials 
and more recently even OTT content.

Versatile
Kiran Juneja Sippy’s field of expertise encompasses 

acting, filmmaking, production and business. 
An artiste at heart, she strives to create a platform 

for other artistes to reach their full potential.

Kiran Juneja Sippy
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films.
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Kiran is the founder of the 
non-profit ‘Respond’, an 

organisation that acts as a 
catalyst between true artistes 

to help create a platform to 
showcase their art.

Besides acting, Kiran has produced, directed and written a 
telefilm, anchored music-based shows, celebrity interview-
based shows and talk shows as well, in both Hindi and Punjabi.

She has also worked in two international projects – ‘Marigold’ 
and ‘Off The Line’. Currently she is working in two Bollywood 
films and on the script of a film she wants to direct herself, 
besides being actively involved in projects of the company RS 
Entertainment Pvt Ltd of which she is one of the directors.

Kiran is the founder of Respond Foundation, a non-profit 
organisation, which acts as a catalyst between true artistes 
and helps create a platform to showcase their art. She is also 
the Managing Director of Ramesh Sippy Academy of Cinema 
and Entertainment. She believes in leading from the front 
and looking into every aspect of the deliverables, to make this 
academy and its graduates professionals to reckon with.
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Rajeev Raj Aditya is a distinguished 
astrologer, renowned for his unique 
approach that transcends traditional 
methods. Born with an innate ability 
to predict the future without relying 
on kundali charts, he taps into his 
extraordinary sixth sense and intuition. 
His clientele spans across borders, 
and his predictions, often deemed 
miraculous, have left an indelible mark in 
the world of astrology.

Based in Holland, he has not only 
garnered acclaim locally, but has also 
earned the title of ‘Best Indian Astrologer’ 
in the region. His global reach extends 
far beyond borders, drawing individuals 
from diverse backgrounds and cultures 
who seek enlightenment through his 
unique astrological prowess.

Catalyst For Change
Rajeev Raj Aditya 
claims to be 
able to  predict 
the future 
without relying 
on kundali 
charts. Instead, 
he reveals that 
he taps into his 
extraordinary 
sixth sense     
and intuition.

Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to the Field 
of Astrology.

Rajeev Raj Aditya
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Rajeev Raj Aditya’s 
global reach 
extends far beyond 
borders, drawing 
individuals from 
diverse backgrounds 
and cultures who 
seek enlightenment 
through his unique 
astrological prowess.

He is not just an astrologer; he is a catalyst 
for positive change, a beacon of inspiration, 
and a testament to the boundless possibilities 
of intuitive and sixth-sense-driven astrology. 
His journey continues to impact lives, offering 
a unique and unconventional perspective 
that resonates with those seeking a deeper 
understanding of their destinies. 
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Hariharan’s music, a combination of Carnatic and 
Hindustani music, is a symbol of national integrity, 
and his musical nuances of North and South have 
intermingled to enhance all the different languages 
he sings in.

Music Maestro
Hariharan’s unique singing style weaves 
spirituality, romance, peace and happiness, and 
is soothingly divine. 

Hariharan 
Pride of India Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Music.
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He received the Padma Shri in 2004 and it 
motivated him to rededicate himself to the 
task of propagating Indian music to the world, 
strengthening his vision and providing him with 
a greater focus on popularising our ancient 
traditions and culture, and helping Indian music 
achieve its rightful place.
In 45 years, Hariharan has sung over 7,000 songs 
in all Indian languages, composed and sung          
38 ghazal albums, hundreds of bhajans, and was 
a pioneer in fusion music with the band Colonial 
Cousins. He also created a new music genre 
Urdu Blues that became popular worldwide, 
and has had multiple international collaborative 
projects. The list of awards and accolades he has 
received here in India and across the globe runs 
into many pages. 
Hariharan has become a household name 
across India and the world over. His charity work 
includes concerts for the benefit of retired and 
needy musicians, cancer patients, orphanages 
and other charitable causes.

He received the Padma Shri in 
2004 and it motivated him to 
rededicate himself to the task of 
propagating Indian music to the 
world, and helping Indian music 
achieve its rightful place.
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Simrat Kaur has dazzled audiences since her debut in the 
South in 2017 with the film ‘Prematho Mee Karthik’. She has 
made her appearance in a couple of Punjabi music videos 
like ‘Burj Khalifa’ and ‘Laara Lappa’ by Himmat Sandhu. 

Beauty & Grace
Punjabi actress Simrat Kaur Randhawa is known for 
her work in Telugu and Hindi cinema.

Simrat Kaur
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films.
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Most recently, she played 
the role of Utkarsh 
Sharma’s wife and Sunny 
Deol’s daughter-in-law 
in the 2023 blockbuster 
‘Gadar 2’.

In 2022, she appeared in the video ‘Loafer’ by GG 
Singh. In 2021, she featured in the romantic song 
‘Tere Bin Zindagi’ by Mika Singh. Most recently, 
she played the role of Utkarsh Sharma’s wife 
and Sunny Deol’s daughter-in-law in the 2023 
blockbuster ‘Gadar 2’.

Here’s hoping we’ll see a lot more of Simrat on 
screen!
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With over 300 films, 100 web series, and innumerable TV commercials 
to his casting credit, Mukesh Chhabra is the entity credited with 
discovering some of the industry’s best talent in the last two decades – 
Rajkummar Rao, Sushant Singh Rajput, Mrunal Thakur, Pratik Gandhi, 
Sanya Malhotra and Fatima Sana Shaikh, to name just a few. 

Star Maker
In two decades in the film industry as casting director, 
Mukesh Chhabra has become a heavyweight to 
reckon awith.

Mukesh Chhabra
Society Achievers Award for Excellence in 
the Indian Entertainment Industry.
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With over 300 films, 100 web 
series, and innumerable TV 
commercials to his casting 
credit, Mukesh Chhabra 
is the entity credited with 
discovering some of the 
industry’s best talent in the 
last two decades. 

Sought after by varied production houses for his spot-on 
casting excellence, Mukesh Chhabra is a name to reckon with 
in the casting domain, and actors-in-the-waiting look to him 
for their one big break, which they hope will make them a 
household name in the film world. 
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The torchbearer of Padma Vibhushan Pandit Shivkumar 
Sharma’s santoor legacy, Rahul Sharma has won over newer 
audiences globally through his collaborations and albums 
with Grammy-winning musicians such as Kenny G, Richard 
Clayderman and Deep Forest. 

He recently earned credit for being the first to lead the 
100-stringed santoor in a symphony with the prestigious  
50 member Capetown Philharmonic Orchestra, at the 
Artscape Opera House in South Africa. He even featured on  
television playing flamenco-tinged music in the ‘Waah Taj!’ 
advert for  Taj Mahal Tea.

A Modern Classic
Santoor maestro Rahul 
Shivkumar Sharma 
bridges the gap 
between tradition and 
fusion uniquely and 
innovatively. 

Pandit Rahul Shivkumar Sharma
Pride of India Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Music.
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 Rahul has taken the 
100-stringed Kashmiri santoor 

to a global audience and 
created a magical space and 
sound for the santoor never 

heard before.

Rahul is equally at ease in his pulsating jugalbandis with Ustad 
Zakir Hussain, or his compositions that were sung by India’s 
nightingale the late Lata Mangeshkar and more recently, by 
superstar Amitabh Bachchan. 

Be it performing to a packed house of world leaders at The 
World Economic Forum in Switzerland, or a specially curated 
Beatles medley for the visiting Prince and Princess of Wales in 
the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Rahul has taken 
the 100-stringed Kashmiri santoor to a global audience and 
created a magical space and sound for the santoor never heard 
before. He remains focused on passing on the legacy to students 
and his son Abhinav Sharma.
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Babil Khan made his impressive debut in 
the Hindi film industry in 2022 with the 
Netflix film ‘Qala’, a psychological drama 
directed by Anvita Dutt. The film received 
widespread acclaim from both audiences 
and critics, and Babil’s performance as 
Jagan, alongside talented actors like 
Tripti Dimri and Swastika Mukherjee, was 
particularly lauded and earned him several 
awards for his remarkable debut. 

The handsome young spark is the son of 
legendary actor, the late Irrfan Khan and 
writer Sutapa Sikdar. Babil started his career 
in Bollywood as a camera assistant in the 
2017 movie ‘Qarib Qarib Single’. 

In the 2023 web series on Netflix, directed 
by Shiv Rawail,  ‘The Railway Men’, Babil 
garnered widespread attention and acclaim 
for his exceptional acting skills in his flawless 
portrayal of loco pilot Imad Riaz, winning the 
hearts of critics and viewers alike. 

A Born 
Star
Babil Khan 
has captivated 
audiences with 
his exceptional 
acting and 
distinctive style. 

Babil Khan
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films & OTT.
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In the 2023 web series on 
Netflix, directed by Shiv 

Rawail,  ‘The Railway Men’, 
Babil garnered widespread 

attention and acclaim.

In addition to his acting abilities, Babil Khan has also been 
making waves in the fashion scene. His unique fashion 
choices and distinctive style have him hailed as a rising 
fashion icon within the country.

He has been honoured with several awards for Debut Actor. 
Additionally, the OTTplay Change Makers Awards 2023 
bestowed upon him the title of Rising Star of the Year.
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Shibani Kashyap has been bestowed with the title 
of jingle queen for her work in ads. She has, since, 
made her mark lending her voice to many beloved 
films. ‘Ho Gayi Hai Mohabbat’, ‘Sajna Aa Bhi Jaa’ and 
‘Zinda Hu Mai, Kya Nazakat Hai’ are some of her hits. 

With her soulful music, she is one of the few female 
singers who performs live and unplugged with her 
guitar. Her love for the instrument even led to her 
becoming the brand ambassador for Yamaha Guitars. 

Shibani has also lent her voice to the amplification 
of social causes  and tributes like her track ‘Alvida’, 
dedicated to  26/11 victims of Mumbai, and ‘Don’t Drink 
And Drive’, a social message for anti-drunk driving. 

A powerhouse performer, she certainly knows how 
to set the stage on fire and her musical numbers 
have earned her numerous accolades. Shibani is 
also quick to lend her voice to social causes and 
grabs every opportunity to share her love of Indian 
music with the world.

Soaring!
Shibani Kashyap is 
a playback and pop 
singer, composer, and 
live performer who 
got her first taste of 
the biz as the voice of 
the signature All India 
Radio jingle. 

Shibani Kashyap
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Music.
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With her soulful 
music, Shibani 
is one of the few 
female singers who 
performs live and 
unplugged with her 
guitar. A powerhouse 
performer, she 
certainly knows how 
to set the stage on 
fire and her musical 
numbers have 
earned her numerous 
accolades. 
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Dr Mickey Mehta started his solo career in 1993 when he 
launched the ‘Learn Swimming in 24 hours’ programme which 
received press coverage and found its way to ‘The Limca Book 
of World Records’ – 1995.

In 2003, he inaugurated Mickey Mehta’s 360 degree gyms 
which are promoted as wellness temples. These 12 wellness 
temples include facilities like swimming, yoga, breathing 
exercises, meditation, chanting, boot camps, callisthenics, 
aerobics, agility drills and lifestyle counselling.

The 
Holistic 
Way
Dr Mickey Mehta is a 
leading holistic health 
guru, corporate spiritual 
coach, author, poet and 
philosopher. He also 
serves at the Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA), 
Tata Memorial Cancer 
Hospital, Masina Hospital, 
Cumballa Hill Hospital and 
Breach Candy Hospital.

Dr Mickey Mehta
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Fitness.
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As a life coach, Dr Mickey 
Mehta has worked with 
several India Inc. billionaires, 
Bollywood superstars, top 
politicians, several Miss 
Worlds, Miss Universes, the 
police, the Indian Army, and 
more. He is the biggest and 
most relevant fitness icon in 
the country and beyond.

He is the first-ever columnist, TV and radio presenter in the 
wellness space. As a life coach, he has worked with several 
India Inc. billionaires, Bollywood superstars, top politicians, 
several Miss Worlds, Miss Universes, the police, the Indian 
Army, and more. His mission is to help people tap into their 
best selves and live healthy, holistic lives. 

With over 42 years in the health and fitness profession, he 
has bagged several prestigious awards. And is still the biggest 
and most relevant fitness icon in the country and beyond. 
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Born and raised in Mumbai, Kunal Rawal’s journey in 
the world of fashion began at a young age, steeped 
in the rich cultural tapestry of India. Graduating 
from the prestigious Fashion Institute of Technology 
in New York, he returned to India to carve his niche 
in the realm of haute couture.
Renowned for his menswear collections, Kunal 
has dressed some of Bollywood’s biggest stars like 
Arjun Kapoor, Ranbir Kapoor, Siddharth Malhotra 
and Varun Dhawan. Beyond his individual success, 
Kunal Rawal has been a trendsetter in the evolving 
landscape of Indian fashion, bringing a fresh 
perspective to traditional attire. 

A Fashionable 
Force

Kunal Rawal is a 
trailblazing force in the 
Indian fashion industry. 
He started his label 
‘Kunal Rawal Dstress’ 
in 2006 and stands as 
a visionary designer 
renowned for seamlessly 
blending tradition with 
contemporary aesthetics. 

Kunal Rawal
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Fashion.
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In the past, Kunal has also designed a range 
of apparel and accessories for the British 
automobile company, Ginetta. He has designed 
a range of on-field, off-field apparel and 
merchandise for IPL teams like Rajasthan Royals 
(2008) and Royal Challengers Bangalore (2012).
His innovative approach and commitment to 
pushing sartorial boundaries have established 
him as a pivotal figure in shaping the narrative 
of contemporary Indian fashion, both nationally 
and on the global stage.

Renowned for his 
menswear collections, 
Kunal has dressed some of 
Bollywood’s biggest stars 
like Arjun Kapoor, Ranbir 
Kapoor, Siddharth Malhotra 
and Varun Dhawan. 
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Shweta Basu’s work comprises television, Hindi, 
Telugu and Tamil cinema. Since 2002, she has acted 
in over 25 films and won the National Film Award for 
Best Child Artist for her role in the 2002 film ‘Makdee’.

The impressive list of films to her credit include 
‘Badrinath Ki Dulhania’ and ‘The Tashkent Files’, which 
was critically acclaimed and had a 50-day box-office 
run and the OTT releases ‘Serious Men’ and ‘Comedy 
Couple’. She made her directorial debut with the 2023 
short film ‘Retake’. 

Free 
Spirited
Since her debut 
in 2002, Shweta 
Basu Prasad landed 
major roles in over 
20 films. She made 
her directorial 
debut in 2023 
with the short film 
‘Retake’ and another 
documentary film 
on Indian classical 
music. 

Shweta Basu Prasad
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films & OTT.
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The impressive list of 
films to her credit include 
‘Badrinath Ki Dulhania’ and 
‘The Tashkent Files’, which 
was critically acclaimed and 
had a 50-day box-office run 
and the OTT releases ‘Serious 
Men’ and ‘Comedy Couple’.

Shweta made a documentary on Indian classical music featuring 
the legends of the music industry called ‘Roots’ on which she 
spent four years in the research and making of it. The film features 
prominent personalities like Shubha Mudgal, AR Rahman, 
Pandit Shivkumar Sharma, Pandit Hari Prasad Chaurasia, Vishal 
Bhardwaj, Amit Trivedi and Ustad Amjad Ali Khan. She too is a 
trained classical Indian musician. 

From her work in Bollywood to OTT, documentary films and 
adult films, Shweta lets her work be her inspiration and does as 
her heart desires, and is a true inspiration to artistes.
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Many of GR Iranna’s paintings depict pain as an 
abstract force that is translated visually in bruised 
textures and razor-sharp cutting edges. His work is 
often evocative of human vulnerability and the fragility 
and impermanence of life. 

Strokes Of Life

A large element of his inspiration is ash, owed to its associations 
with both, birth and death - a return to nothingness, after coming 
full circle. His work, set on canvas as well as tarpaulin, are symbolic 
of important change. Like breaking free from an establishment, or 
claustrophobic style.

Iranna’s first one-man show was held in 1992 at the College of 
Visual Art, Gulbarga. Since then, he has shown at: Delhi Art Gallery 
and Jehangir Art Gallery, Mumbai; Gallery Espace, New Delhi; ‘In 
the Shadow of Buddha’ at Gallery Martini, Hong Kong; Wimbledon 
School of Art, London; and the Maulana Azad Centre for Indian 
Culture, Cairo, to name a few. 

GR Iranna is an artist whose work is mature, profound 
and transcends boundaries of time and space.

GR Iranna
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Art.
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GR Iranna’s work is 
often evocative of 
human vulnerability 
and the fragility and 
impermanence of life.

He has received national and international recognition 
throughout his career, including being honoured with 
the National Award from the Lalit Kala Academy and 
the AIFACS Award, at the show ‘50 years of Art in 
Independent India’ in New Delhi.
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Director Hansal Mehta started his journey in television by 
directing the TV cookery show ‘Khana Khazana’, launching the 
television career of celebrity chef Sanjeev Kapoor. He then 
graduated to films, making his debut as a feature film director 
with ‘...Jayate’, a part of the Indian Panorama 1999–2000 at the 
International Film Festival of India (IFFI), Hyderabad.

Crafting Stories
From television to films to OTT, Hansal Mehta 
takes charge from the director’s chair. 

Society Achievers Award for 
Outstanding Achievements & 
Contribution to Films & OTT.

Hansal Mehta
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Hansal Mehta made 
his mark with the 
National Award-
winning ‘Shahid’ in 
2013, a biographical 
film on the life of 
human rights lawyer 
Shahid Azmi, who was 
murdered in 2010.

Thereafter, Hansal made his mark with the National 
Award-winning ‘Shahid’ in 2013, a biographical film 
on the life of human rights lawyer Shahid Azmi, who 
was murdered in 2010. His work catalogue includes 
other dynamic stories, going into recent OTT gems 
like ‘Scam 1992’ (2020) and ‘Scoop’ (2023).
Hansal grew up learning classical music and studied 
computer engineering. He  started his career in 1993 
and worked in Fiji before returning to India. An avid 
chef, Hansal’s culinary skills are enjoyed by his family 
and friends. His diversified interests and zest for life 
make him a truly remarkable filmmaker. His work 
is nuanced, skilled and has a uniquely brilliant take 
that is purely Hansal.  
Most recently, Hansal directed the 2023 film ‘Faraaz’, 
based on the attack at Holey Artisan Cafe that shook 
Bangladesh in 2016.
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Aahana moved from Lucknow to Mumbai where she got 
involved with Prithvi Theatre. From being a backstage 
helper to selling tickets, she enjoyed every aspect of 
theatre, only to realise that the stage was her first love.

Aahana made her small screen debut in Sony 
Entertainment Television’s ‘Yudh’, a 20-episode show 
with Amitabh Bachchan and became famous for her 
lead role in the TV series ‘Agent Raghav - Crime Branch’.

Her work straddles theatre, television, and feature films 
in Hindi and South Indian films too. She even hosted 
the Pro Kabaddi 2016 series and in 2017, Kumra bagged 
a leading role in the black comedy ‘Lipstick Under My 
Burkha’. In 2018, she portrayed Priyanka Gandhi in the 
political biography ‘The Accidental Prime Minister’.

She is an outstanding actress and her portrayals are 
gritty and attractive. Her filmography includes roles 
in films like ‘Khuda Haafiz’,  ‘India Lockdown’ and 
‘Happy Birthday’. Of late, she has been making waves 
with numerous compelling performances on various 
streaming platforms.

Stunning!
From theatre to small 
screens and the big 
screen, Aahana Kumra 
intends to leave no stone 
unturned and take on 
every challenge she can, 
as an actor.

Aahana Kumra
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films & OTT.
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In 2017, Kumra bagged a 
leading role in the black 
comedy ‘Lipstick Under My 
Burkha’. Of late, she has been 
making waves with numerous 
compelling performances on 
various streaming platforms.
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For Manish Wadhwa, acting was his first love. 
He hails from Ambala in Haryana and moved to 
Mumbai with his family as a young boy. Soon, he 
realised that his dream was to see himself on the big 
screen and worked towards making that a reality. 

Manish got into commercial theatre in 1999 where 
he played the lead role in plays like ‘Maa Retire Hoti 
Hai’ and ‘Dr Mukta’. By 2001, he made his way into 
films with roles in ‘Rahul’ and  ‘The Hope’.

His voice too has been in great demand and he 
has played dubbing roles in popular English films 
like ‘The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader’, ‘Predators’, ‘Megamind’ and ‘Captain 
America: Civil War’.

Big 
Dreams, 
Big 
Screens
Whether it’s on stage, 
voicing characters or 
bringing them to life 
on screen, Manish 
Wadhwa knows how 
to deliver.

Manish Wadhwa
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films.



79Society Achievers Awards - 2023

His towering screen 
presence and unforgettable 
voice have an established 
presence in many epic films 
and television productions. 
He even played the 
compelling Major General 
Hamid Iqbal in ‘Gadar 2’.

His towering screen presence and unforgettable voice 
have an established presence in many epic films and 
television productions. He even played the compelling 
Major General Hamid Iqbal in ‘Gadar 2’.

Going forward, we look at being further enchanted by him…
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Utkarsh Sharma made his screen debut as a four-year-
old in his father, Anil Sharma’s blockbuster film ‘Gadar: 
Ek Prem Katha’ in 2001. He then starred in its sequel, 
‘Gadar 2’ as a grown-up Charanjeet, the same character 
he played as a child.

Utkarsh has a fine arts degree in production and direction 
from Chapman University, US, and studied method 
acting from Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute, US. 
He played the leading role in the action thriller ‘Genius’, 
released in August 2018. 

He’s out to make a mark, and with hard work and 
determination, we’re sure he will. 

Steppin’ 
Up
From child artiste to 
leading man, Utkarsh 
Sharma’s journey has 
only just begun.

Utkarsh Sharma
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Films.
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Utkarsh has a fine arts degree 
in production and direction 

from Chapman University, US, 
and studied method acting 
from Lee Strasberg Theatre 

and Film Institute, US.
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After a film course at the Met Film School London, Pranav 
Jain kick-started his journey in the film industry by assisting 
the National Award-winning director Madhur Bhandarkar 
on the multi-award-winning feature film ‘Indu Sarkar’. 

In 2018, Pranav returned to India to join his family 
business, and simultaneously, in 2020, started his own firm 
-  PJ Motion Pictures, which is involved in the production of 
feature films and web series. 

PJ Motion Pictures’ very first feature film ‘India Lockdown’, 
along with Jayantilal Gada of Pen India Ltd, was directed by 
Madhur Bhandarkar and released in December 2022. 

Doing It 
His Way!
From assisting on a 
film set to setting up 
his own production 
company, Pranav Jain 
has the fire to achieve.

Pranav Jain
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to OTT.
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In 2018, Pranav returned 
to India to join his family 

business, and simultaneously, 
in 2020,  started his own firm 

-  PJ Motion Pictures.



Society Achievers Awards - 202384

Akshay Laxman is a renowned mentalist responsible for bringing the 
art form to India and paving the way for other mentalists to dabble and 
dazzle. He was inspired by the illusionist David Copperfield.

He had a career breakthrough after performing in ‘India’s Got Talent’ 
and was the winner of an episode of the show ‘Entertainment Ke Liye 
Kuch Bhi Karega’ in 2014.

Mesmerizing 
Mentalist

Akshay Laxman is a pioneer in establishing mentalism 
as an art form in India. His appearances on popular 
talent shows paved the path for magicians like him to 
gain popularity.

Akshay Laxman
Society Achievers Award for Outstanding 
Achievements & Contribution to Entertainment.
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Akshay had a career 
breakthrough after 

performing in ‘India’s Got 
Talent’ and was the winner 

of an episode of the show 
‘Entertainment Ke Liye 

Kuch Bhi Karega’ in 2014.

Akshay has helped the art form flourish by bringing it into 
mainstream media with numerous shows across television 
channels and through performing with superstars like 
Aamir Khan, Shah Rukh Khan and Rajkumar Hirani. 
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Asma Gulzar’s passion for clothing goes 
back to her childhood in Lucknow. She 
received a Bachelor’s degree in Fashion 
Designing from National Institute of 
Fashion Technology (NIFT), New Delhi, 
and started her career as a designer with 
her friend in 2003. 
In 2008, she launched her first 
independent label - Aida Couture - The 
Fashion Hub. Her first collection was 
based on authentic Lucknowi base mori 
and shadow work. 
Her designs are elaborate, Indo-Western 
and inspired by Indian nobility and 
royalty, while still being simple and 
elegant. Her collections range from pret 
to couture, Indo-British gowns, bridal 
wear and capes. They prominently 
feature rich fabrics like velvet, scuba, 
kimkhab and pures. 

Royalty Meets Simplicity
Fashion 
designer Asma 
Gulzar has 
an exquisite 
sense of style, 
a penchant 
for classy 
designs, and 
an inclination 
for feminine 
colour palettes. 

Special Presenter.
Asma Gulzar
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But the most popular among 
her collections are the 
bridals where she blends 
the Indo-Western style with 
floor-length jackets and 
anarkali gowns with heavy 
zardosi work. Her clientele 
include  various celebrities.
Over the years, Asma has 
been part of some very 
premium exhibitions and 
shows like Wedding Asia, 
Jalsa, Medusa, and London 
Market amongst others. 
She was a special presenter 
at the Society Achievers 
Awards show. 
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‘Society Achievers’ honoured legends, go-getters 
and stalwarts at the Society Achievers Awards.

The 21st edition of the Society Achievers Awards was a 
glamorous evening dedicated to celebrating the spirit of 
excellence. Hosted by ‘Society Achievers’ magazine at the 
fabulous Taj Santacruz, Mumbai, the award ceremony 
honoured business mavericks, humanitarian champions, 
renowned artists, powerhouse celebrities and more for their 
daring, determination and drive to not just succeed, but excel.

While media magnate Nari Hira, Ashok Dhamankar, Nadir 
Godrej, Ananya Birla, Ashutosh Gowariker, Andrea CostaBir, 
Sunil Khavnekar, Shivendra Parihar and Preeta Nair of 
Magnate Publishing took part in the ceremonial lighting of 
the lamp, Suguna Sundaram, Amber Dias and Mario Ferreira 
joined in the ceremony later.

A Tribute To Excellence

The host for the evening, the vivacious Simran Ahuja, then 
took the stage to proceed with the presentation ceremony. 
The illustrious list of dignitaries celebrated at the event 
were Nadir Godrej, Sonu Sood, Suniel Shetty, Navika 
Kumar, Ananya Birla, Hariharan, Ayushi Ashar, Pandit 
Rahul Shivkumar Sharma, GR Iranna, Hansal Mehta, 
Dr Mickey Mehta, Ashutosh Gowariker, Shreegopal 
Kabra, Dr Aneel Murarka, Karan Bothara, Kunal Rawal, 
Anil Sharma, Simrat Kaur, Manish Wadhwa, Mukesh 
Chhabra, Babil Khan, Madhur Bhandarkar, Pranav 
Jain, Shweta Basu Prasad, Aahana Kumra, Kiran Juneja 
Sippy, Shibani Kashyap, Akshay Laxman, Dr Jeehye You, 
Adv Sneha Singh, Rajeev Raj Aditya, Rajan Khinvasara, 
Ar Shitesh Agrawal, Raju Bhise and Utkarsh Sharma.
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While the prestigious India’s Pride Worldwide Honour was presented to 
Ratan Tata at his office, actress Geeta Basra accepted the award on 
behalf of her husband Harbhajan Singh at the event.

Special guests for the evening included director Ramesh Sippy, 
restaurateur and philanthropist Neeti Goel, fashion designer Asma 
Gulzar, IPS Officer Krishna Prakash, astrologer Dr Sohini Sastri; 
Mayor of Southwark, UK, Sunil Chopra; CMD, Bright Outdoor Media, 
Yogesh Lakhani; and GM, Taj Santacruz, Srinivas Lahiri.

Ceremonies complete, the guests took a moment to let their hair down, 
relax, mingle and toast an excellent evening! 
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